
John N.C. Stockton Elementary (JSE) #88                  

School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting Minutes- Tuesday, August 29, 2017, John Stockton Computer Lab 

Meeting called to order at 7:33 a.m. by acting Co-Chair Katie Dearing.   

Attendees were: 
Katie Dearing, Co-Chair, Parent  
Stephanie Brannan, Principal 
Roberta Brewer, President of PTA, Parent 
Stuart Linning, Parent 
John Benton, Secretary and Parent 
Monett Brewer, Parent 
Pam Beach, Parent 
John Campbell, Friends of Stockton (FOS) 
Carolyn Day, Teacher 
Jennifer Watkins, Teacher 
Phil Bravo, Parent 
Emma Benton, Parent 
John Benton, Parent, Acting Secretary 
Taylor Strasser, Parent 
Jamie Greer, Teacher 
Regan Thoresen, Parent 
Charlie Mills, Community Member 
 
7:35 a.m. Old Business 

Co-chair Katie Dearing greeted everyone, had everyone introduce themselves, explained the purpose of SAC and the 
governing bylaws and state statutes.  Principal Brannan introduced herself and announced that she had created a 
FaceBook Principal’s page to facilitate better communication.  She also mention that several parents had been very 
helpful in updating the marquee and repairing the sound system.   

Phil Bravo moved to approve the April SAC meeting minutes after review.  The motion was seconded and the May 
meeting minutes were approved unanimously.   

7:40 a.m. New Business  

Co-Chair Dearing explained that SAC could have up to 23 members under the bylaws.  As only 17 people were present at 

the first meeting, all present became members of the 2017-2018 SAC. 

 

Nominations were then opened for positions of Co-Chairperson and Secretary.  Katie Dearing and Phil Bravo were 

nominated for Co-Chair and Regan Thoresen was nominated as Secretary.  Their nominations were confirmed by 

unanimous vote. 

 

Co-Chair Dearing proposed that the PTA and Friends of Stockton (FOS) chairs - Bobbie Brewer and John Campbell - be 

members of SAC.  This was voted on and passed.  

 



Co-Chair Dearing explained the School Improvement Plan (SIP) purpose and introduced Principal Brannan.  Principal 

Brannan outlined the 2016-2017 SIP had two main goals: improving the test scores and academic achievement of the 

bottom quartile of students, and improving the culture of the school.   

 

The second goal was achieved and the culture of JSE has improved dramatically over the past school year.  The first goal 

was not yet achieved and that goal will be retained in the 2017-2018 SIP.  The other new goal will be to encourage all 

students to grow academically.  The gifted students will be taught to increase their resiliency so that when they are 

challenged and they can learn to overcome an initial setback without giving up.  The second goal of establishing a 

mindset of growth will be applicable to all students.   

 

Co-Chair Dearing summarized her recent meetings with the acting head of the DCPS School Choice Program regarding 

JSE status as a STEM magnet school.  In summary, JSE has never received dedicated funding to implement the STEM 

curriculum.  It is a magnet designation that began in 2006-2007.  JSE began implementing a gifted and academically 

talented immersion curriculum at the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year that also came with no funding increase.  

The new curriculum does not include priority/program continuity to the four selective GATE middle schools (Landon, 

JWJ, Darnell Cookman and Kirby Smith).   

 

Co-Chair Dearing updated the progress being made on obtaining a PITSCO laboratory at JSE.  Principal Brannan intends 

to apply for capital outlay funds to build a Pitsco Science Laboratory in a classroom that was set aside last year. Principal 

Brannan has a meeting with Gary Bryan at the District office today at 11:00 a.m. about the feasibility of the lab at JSE.  

There would be a one year build out of the project once funds are allocated by the School Board later this month, so it 

would be ready by the 2018-2019 school year if approved.  There is still no guarantee of funding but JSE should receive 

priority if the funds are available since it has received nothing in the past.  The lab would require a $5,000 annual 

contribution and there is hope that it would be funded by the FOS.   

 

Co-Chair Dearing motioned that SAC approve changing JSE from a STEM magnet to a Gifted & Academically Talented 

Magnet school with an emphasis on Science. With JSE receiving no STEM funding under the current designation, there is 

no benefit in keeping the STEM designation the priority. Changing to a GATE Magnet school would significantly improve 

the chances of our children receiving higher preference to the highly-rated middle schools offering GATE program 

continuity.  Science would remain a top focus for the school by continuing and building out its Science-based programs 

such as annual Science Day, Robotics Club and addition of the PITSCO laboratory.  By changing to a GATE Magnet, JSE 

graduating students would be reprioritized from a 7th level priority to a 5th level priority when applying to middle school 

magnet programs.  Dearing presented the recent admittance statistics and it is clear that the likelihood of a JSE student 

being admitted to a GATE middle school magnet in the future without the benefit of GATE program continuity will 

continue to drop.   

 

After much discussion the motion was amended by Co-Chair Phil Bravo to recommend that SAC create a presentation 

and/or fact sheet listing the benefits of the proposed change for all stakeholders. This was seconded and it passed on a 

voice vote.  The next step is for SAC to create a summary of the impact on the students, faculty and community and 

present it to the faculty and the neighborhood before or during the September SAC meeting.  

 

8:40 a.m. Friends of Stockton Report 

New FOS president John Campbell will present next meeting due to a lack of time. 

8:40 a.m. PTA Report 

Bobby Brewer reported that the PTA will be conducting the annual vision and hearing screenings on September 12-13. 



8:41 a.m. Meeting Adjourned by Katie Dearing.   

Next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2017 at 7:30 am in the JSE Computer Lab. 


